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A silver day of remembrance 



By Matthew Purdy, 

Susan Levine 
and Fawn Vrazo 

Inquirer Stuff Wrflttn 

WASHINGTON — Twenty-five years ago. 
Chas Ricci was a 10-year-old boy standing by 
his father’s side on a chilly hill in Arlington 
National Cemetery, watching as the body of 
John F. Kennedy disappeared into the earth. 

“Angry at the world" is how Ricci remem- 
bers his father after the Kennedy assassina- 
tion. Ricci’s father ordered him to put on a 
suit, then bundled him into the car and drove 
from northern New Jersey to Washington on 



Nov. 24. 1963. to pay homage to the fallen 
president. 

That night they stood outside the Capitol 
until two in the morning, hoping to get in to 
file past the body, but the crowd was too big. 
They slept in the car, and early in the morn- 
ing of the 25th they drove across the Potomac 
River to the cemetery to witness the pain of 
the day. 

“I remember them presenting the flag to 
Mrs. Kennedy,” Ricci said yesterday. “I re- 
member the planes flying overhead. The can- 
non salute and the soldier playing taps,” 

Ricci, now 35 years old and an accountant 
in Morris Plains, N.J., returned yesterday to 



that scene of his youth with the thousands ot 
others who came to the constant, eternal 
flame that now marks the Kennedy grave. 

Around the country, as those memories 
were rekindled on the 25lh anniversary of 
the assassination, the Kennedy family stayed 
away from the public ceremonies and asked 
others not to emphasize Nov. 22 as the day to 
remember Kennedy. 

“The family prefers to refocus the com- 
memoration of President Kennedy’s life on 
his birthday IMay 29, 19171 rather than on the 
date of his assassination,” said Melody Miller, 
a spokeswoman for Sen. Edward M. Kennedy 
(See JFK on 4-A) 
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JFK. from l*A 

(D.. Mass.) who also speaks for the 
Kennedy family. 

Miller said the family “will have a 
low-keyed, private day.” 

Sen. Kennedy has usually visited 
the grave on Nov. 22. but yesterday 
he was in Britain to lay a white rose 
at a memorial to his brother in Run- 
nymede, where King John signed the 
Magna Carta in 1215. 

“We think it’s extremely important 
to celebrate the life of President 
Kennedy rather than the tragedy.” 
the senator said. 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onossis and 
her two children, Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg, 30. and John Jr.. 27, at- 
tended a private Mass at St. Thomas 
More’s Roman Catholic Church in 
New York City. 

Shortly after 8 a.m. yesterday, 
Ethel Kennedy, the widow of Robert 
F. Kennedy, arrived alone at the 
grave of the president, knelt and 
placed a bouquet of flowers on the 
slabs of Massachusetts marble that 
form the grave marker. 

She then took a single rose from 
the bouquet and walked over the hill 
to the grave of her husband — assas- 
sinated in June 1968 — where she 
knelt and left the flower. 

“I think for the family it’s a private 
moment,” she said. "It’s a wonderful 
outpouring of love.” 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver. the prast- 




A rose placed beside JFK’s route 
Book depository is in background 




deni's sister, and her husband, Sar- 
genT Shriver. also made an early 
morning visit to Arlington. 

Throughout the day, thousands of 
visitors came to the grave and many 
left flowers. 

One group that left flowers was a 
contingent from the Special Forces 
Association, which has visited Ken- 
nedy’s grave on every anniversary of 
his death to remember the president 
who empowered the force, common- 
ly know as the Green Berets. But one 
member of the group said that — at 
the request of the Kennedy family — 
the association would no longer offi- 
cially mark Nov. 22. 
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Eunice Kennedy Shriver and Sargent Shriver pray at grave. 




